SAY NO TO FEDERAL GAS TAX!!
     In 1849, gold was discovered in California.  The gold rush prompted many of the citizens of the East coast to go overland to the West coast.  These citizens encountered millions of buffalo on the high plains in the central portion of the United States.  At that time, no one thought the buffalo would ever disappear.  However, by 1885 the buffalo were gone!!

     Due to a recent bridge collapse over the Mississippi river, a U.S. congressman has proposed to increase the federal gas tax by five cents per gallon.  The purpose of this tax increase is to repair the bridges across the U.S.  The current Federal Gas Tax is 18.4 cents per gallon.  The current Oklahoma Gas Tax is 16 cents per gallon.  This is a combined rate equal to 34.4 cents per gallon.
     A few short years ago the citizens of Oklahoma approved the 16 cents per gallon state gas tax.  At that time, I was working in the Oklahoma City metro area.  I picked up a copy of the Southwestern Bell Yellow pages and I roughly counted about 1,000 gas stations operating in the metro area.  

     On the average, each of these gas stations could pump about 1,000 gallons per day.  This is a conservative estimate.  Let’s do a little simple math.  One thousand gallons per day times 1,000 gas stations equals 1,000,000 gallons per day in the Oklahoma City metro area.  Multiply the 1,000,000 gallons by 34.4 cents and we get $344,000 per day.  When you multiply the per day figure by 365 days in a year, you get $125,560,000 per year.  Keep in mind this is just for the Oklahoma City metro area.  

     While I have noticed some road improvement in the Oklahoma City and Tulsa interstate highway systems, I can not say that there has been any real improvement of our rural highways.  I doubt if another nickel a gallon Federal Tax on Gas would improve our roads and bridges.  Further, like the buffalo, the oil will soon be gone.
    MY MULE PREFERS A DIRT ROAD TO WALK ON ANYWAY!!!!

                                                                                            Michael Coonrod      
